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Cameroon 


Foreign Minister Receives Congolese State Secretary 


AB0805215390 Yaounde Domestic Service in French 
1900 GMT 7 May 90 


[Excerpt] The minisier of foreign affairs, Jacques Roger 
Booh-Booh, this afternoon received the Congolese secre- 
tary of state for cooperation at the Congolese Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs, Mr. Pascal Ngayama, who is leading the 
Congolese delegation attending the fifth session of the 
Congo-Cameroon permanent joint commission. He said 
he discussed with the Cameroonian minister all major 
current issues at the bilateral and multilateral levels. 


[passage omitted] 
Congo 


Government To Cut Civil Service Employment 


ABOS505224890 Paris AFP in English 1457 GMT 
5 May 90 


[Text] Brazzaville, May 5 (AFP}—The government of 
the Congo plans to cut back the civil service, perhaps by 
more than 10,000 jobs out of some 77,000, an informed 
source said here Saturday. A government spokesman, 
announcing an unspecified number of cuts, said the civil 
service accounts for 87.5 per cent of the national budget. 
The government would notably bring down the retire- 
ment age from 55 to 50. 


The parliament will meet from Monday to bring in the 
staff cuts, which have been recommended by the Inter- 
national Monetary Fund before the drawing up of a 
second structural adjustment programme. 


The West African country has almost 190,000 unem- 
ployed people, nearly a | Oth of the population recorded 
in a 1985 census. 


President Suggests Role in Angola Peace Talks 


ABO705210790 Paris AFP in French 1332 GMT 
7 May 90 


[Text] Brazzaville, 7 May (AFP) —Congo could play a role 
in direct negotiations between the Angolan Government 
and the National Union for the Total Independence of 
Angola (UNITA, the armed group opposed to the Luanda 
regime). This was disclosed in Libreville today by the 
Congolese head of state, General Denis Sassou-Nguesso. In 
a speech he delivered at the opening session of the People's 
National Assembly (parliament), President Sassou- 
Nguesso hailed “the detente in South Africa, Namibia's 
independence, and the prospects for direct contacts 
between the Angolan Government and UNITA.” “Once 
again, Congo will make available its assistance, which is 
warranted through both its constant commitment and the 
confidence it enjoys from the principal protagonists in 
these events”, the head of state declared. 
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In 1988, Congo hosted the negotiations that led to the 
Brazzaville Protocol and the New York Accords of 
December on peace in Angola and the independence of 
Namibia. Congo is among the eight central and southern 
African countries involved in the search tor peace in Angola. 


Rwanda 


Burundi President Arrives for Visit 


Views Multiparty System 


EA0505220790 Kigali Domestic Service in French 
1115 GMT S May 90 


[Excerpts] The president of the Republic of Burundi, 
Major Pierre Buyoya, and his wife arrived in Kigali at 
1100 for a three-day official visit to Rwanda. They were 
welcomed at Gregoire Kiyabanda International Airport 
in Kanombe by the Rwandan president, General Juvenal 
Habyarimana, and his wife and by senior officials of the 
country. [passage omitted] 


In an interview he gave at the airport to the national 
press, Maj. Pierre Buyoya said the purpose of his visit 
was to strengthen of relations between the brotherly 
peoples of Burundi and Rwanda. He talked about mul- 
tiparty politics, an event which ts shaking our continent. 
Here he is in front of the microphone of our colleague. 
Martin Mateso: [passage omitted] 


[Begin recording] [Mateso] Mr. President, currently 
there is much talk about the wind of democracy blowing 
across the African continent. On | May, you personally 
talked about the political changes. Mr. President (?you 
said that) the changes could not be considered as a 
phenomenon which was foreign to your country, and 
that Burundi, could not remain unmoved by the changes. 
Mr. President, can we say that you could be planning a 
test of political pluralism, like some African countries 
which are already on that path. 


[Buyoya] | would first of all reaffirm one thing which I 
declared in May. The winds of change concern every- 
body, all countries. The winds of change, which origi- 
nated from East Europe, are expected to reach Africa 
very quickly [words indistinct] but before the winds of 
change every country must act according to its realities. 
One should at all cost guard against the spirit of [words 
indistinct}. We Burundians are already within the cur- 
rent of change. The winds of change found us in that 
situation. We shall continue to move forward. We shall 
continue with change, taking into account (special) and 
world realities, because today no country can survive on 
its own. This is what | can say. It 1s not up to me to 
declare that Burundi should adopt this or that system of 
government today. | think that out of respect for our 
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African people, one should help the people to determine 
for themselves what is the (?system) of government 
appropriate for them. This is our approach in Burundi. It 
iS up to the people of Burund: to choose their system of 
government. [passage omitted] [end re: ording]} 


Comments on Refugees 


EA0605210290 Kigali Domestic Service 
in French 0430 GMT 6 May 90 


[Excerpts] Yesterday evening, the president of the 
Republic, General Juvenal Habyarimana, gave a dinner 
at the National Development Council! headquarters in 
honor of his Burundian counterpart, Major Pierre Buy- 
oya, who had arrived in the morning at the start of a 
three-day official visit to Rwanda. 


In his speech, the Rwandan head of state praised Presi- 
dent Buyoya highly for his policy of reconciliation and 
good-neighborliness, which had been highly welcomed in 
Rwanda from the first hours of the Third Republic of 
Burundi, born on 3 September 1987, with the advent of 
President Pierre Buyoya. President Habyarimana 
strongly reiterated Rwanda’s unwavering support for the 
policy. [passage omitted] 


Like his Rwandan counterpart, President Buyoya stressed 
the traditional re!ations which united the people of Burundi 
and Rwanda, without concealing that there had been a time 
when Rwanda and )3urundi experienced a real cold war. 
Now it 1s over, and the president hailed that. 


The Burundian head of state took the opportunity to talk 
about security, so dear between our two countries, 
(?tucusing on) the refugee problem. The Burundian ref- 
ugees who wish to return to their motherland are wel- 
come, President Buyoya said; but those who prefer to 
remain outside should not act against their motherland. 
President Buyoya also deplored the low level of trade 
between Rwanda and Burundi, and wished for a rapid 
improvemer: <n it, in the common interest of the peoples 
of the two countries. Here is the Burundian head of state. 
notably on the areas which are for him important to the 
success of the Republic of Burundi. 


[Begin Buyoya recording] Our objectives cannot be 
achieved without the active solidarity and firm and 
continuous support of all our neighbors, in particular, 
our brothers and sisters of Rwanda, who, due to the 
special relations linking us, are witnesses of our policies, 
decisions, and actions. 


Mr. President and dea: brother, the relations existing 
between Rwanda and Burundi are fortunately very good. 
The various meetings at different levels are clear proof of 
this. They are founded upon good-neighborliness, which 
is a sacred principle of our foreign policy. In that regard, 
we hope to maintain and strengthen a good climate of 
trust and security with all our neighbors, and first and 
foremost, Rwanda. 


In the past, the relations between the two countries were 
characterized by rivalry, doubletalk, and suspicion. It is 
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incomprehensible for the two states, which are so ciose to 
each other, to maintain an atmosphere of cold war, al a 
time when everywhere people are opting for common 
understanding and cooperation. We are therefore happy 
that our relations are seen from the new perspective of 
frankness, openness, and direct dialogue 


Concerning our cooperation, we have seen that «t hardly 
reflects the real possibilities existing in Our two coun- 
tries. Consequently, we believe that this .s the right time 
to pinpoint the weaknesses, strengthen the activities 
already in progress, fill in the gaps. and open up new 
perspectives. For example, in the field of security, which 
iS sensitive and important, in the sense that without 
peace and security, no development is possible, we must 
all act with courage and without useless [word indistinct] 
to find solutions for questions of the kind that disrupt 
the peace and security of our respective countries and 
regional stability, and divert our attention from our 
development tasks. This 1s, of course, a matter of polit- 
ical will and commitment rather than a technical matter. 
It is polajical will which allows one to face unequivocally 
any action which may destabilize one’s neighbor. | know 
that we share this opinion, Mr. President. 


On the part of Burundi, we would like to reassure our 
Rwandan brothers that security between our two coun- 
tries is Our concern. We shall not tolerate anything which 
may threaten the security of Rwanda from our territory. 
None of our neighbors in fact should doubt our inten- 
tions, because Burundians have suffered so much to be 
able to value the price of peace and security in their own 
and their neighbors’ countries. In return, we expect from 
our friends the same firm commitment, because once the 
security of one is threatened, that of the other is also 
threatened. Therefore, we are ready to discuss any 1nt- 
tiative which may allow Rwanda and Burundi to expe- 
rience a long-lasting era of mutual trust without any 
complications or ambiguities. 


Regarding the Burundian refugees who have fled their 
motherland following the disruption which has marked 
our history, some of whom are in Rwanda, | would like 
to take the opportunity to recall our position on this 
important question. We are ready to receive any person 
wishing to return home. Those who prefer to settle 
outside are free to do so. However, no one should 
continue acting against his country. At a time when in 
Burundi we extend our hands to refugees, it would be sad 
if the refugees caused new hardships for the Burundian 
people. We therefore call for the support of the Rwandan 
authorities in order to help us achieve these objectives. 
[passage omitted] 


Zaire 


FLEC Releases French Hostage 8 May 


ABO0805 165790 Paris AFP in French 
1628 GMT 8 May 90 


[Text] Kinshasa, 8 May (AFP)}—Jean-Claude Soum (we 
repeat Soum), one of the four French hostages kid- 
napped on 27 April by elements of the Front for the 
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Liberation of the Cabinda Enclave (FLEC), was released 
and handed over to Zairian authorities this afternoon, it 
was learned from reliable sources in Kinshasa. Jean- 
Claude Soum, who was exhausted indeed, was released 
alone this morning and handed over to the Zairian 
authorities on the border between Cabinda and Zaire. 
250 km west of Kinshasa. 


UNITA’s Savimbi Meets With Mobutu in Kinshasa 
ABO805 185290 Paris AFP in French 
1422 GMT 8 May 90 


[Text] Kinshasa, 8 May (AFP}—Mr. Jonas Savimbi, the 
leader of the National Union for the Total Independence 
of Angola (UNITA, armed opposition to the Luanda 
regime, supported by Washington) yesterday evening 
restated his confidence in Marshal Mobutu Sese Seko, 
who, to him, remains the mediator in the conflict thai 
has for 15 years opposed his movement to the Angolan 
authorities, 1t was announced today by the Zairian press. 


The UNITA leader and his wife paid a short visit to 
Zaire to meet the Zairian head of state. “We must return 
to Zaire to resume the negotiations in line with the 
Gbadolite summit,” Mr. Savimbi told the press, at the 
end of the meeting, which took place ‘n Nsele (40 km 
north of Kinshasa). 


The Ghadolite summit, organized by Marshal Mobutu in 
June 1989 in northern Zaire, was attended by about 20 
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African leaders. It was marked by the historic handshake 
between the Angolan head of state, Mr. Jose Edouardo dos 
Santos, and Jonas Savimbi and by the signing of a cease-fire 
agreement, which was later violated on several occasions. 


According to the leader of the Angolan rebellion, the 
meetings Organized recently in Lisbon between the Pop- 
ular Movement for the Liberation of Angola (MPLA, the 
sole Angola party) and UNITA “were aimed at laying the 
foundations for the resumption of the negotiations.” 


Mr. Savimbi added that it was necessary “to pick up 
from where we left off in Gbadolite with President 
Mobutu’s mediation.” He said that “it was up” to 
Marshal Mobutu “to convene a meeting to resume the 
negotiations” and according to him, “this must take 
place in Zaire with Marshal Mobutu’s mediation.” 


Top Angolan officials have on several occasions criti- 
cized the Zairian president's attitude. In an interview 
granted at the beginning of April to the JORNAL DE 
ANGOLA, the Angolan minister of foreign affairs, Mr. 
Pedro de Castro Van Dunem [words indistinct] some 
documents of interest to the two parties in the conflict. 
The Angolan head of state had on 30 April denounced 
the acts of aggression by UNITA from Zairian territory. 


Concerning the situation in the {ield, Mr. Savimbi told 
the press that it was excellent but he refused to make 
further comments. 


4 EAST AFRICA 


Djibouti 


Moumin Rules Out Aid to Somalia Opponents 


EAO805215090 Djibouti Domestic Service 
in Somali 1700 GMT 8 May 90 


[Text] Mr. Moumin Bahdon Farah, the Djibouti min- 
ister of foreign affairs and cooperation, returned home 
recently at the end of his visit to New York, where he 
met U.S. officials and the foreign minister of Somalia, 
with whom he discussed matters concerning relations 
between the Republic of Djibouti and the Somali Dem- 
ocratic Republic [SDR]. The minister said this morning 
that the Republic of Djibouti was unhappy about the 
problems in the brotherly country of Somalia. The 
minister said this when talking to (?reporter Abubakar). 
Mr. Moumin Bahidon Farah also made it clear that the 
Republic of Djibouti had not assisted, and will not assist, 
anyone opposed to Somalia. 


Ethiopia 


Rebels Report Government MiG Downed 


EA0805215990 (Clandestine) Voice of the Broad Masses 
of Eritrea in Arabic 0530 GMT 8 May 90 


[Text] An (EPLF}—An air defense unit of an Eritrean 
People’s Liberation Front (EPLF) air unit succeeded in 
hitting and bringing down an enemy MiG-21 aircraft on 
6 May. [words indistinct] military aircraft at 1700 the 
day before yesterday at [words indistinct] three km from 
(?Inderam). The aircraft's pilot died in the ensuing blaze. 
which engulfed the aircraft. With the bringing down of 
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this aircraft, the enemy will have lost [words indistinct] 
MiG aircraft and a helicopter gunship, all shot down by 
EPLF air defence units during the two months following 
the liberation of Mitsiwa. The pilots of these aircraft 
[words indistinct] one was killed [words indistinct] the 
[word indistinct] aircraft's armaments, while the two 
descended from their aircraft before they (?fell) and were 
captured by the EPLF. 


Somalia 


SONNA Reports 8 May Invasion, 36 Deaths 


EAO80S5 192490 Mogadishu Domestic Service in 
Somalia 
1700 GMT 8 May 90 


{Text} Dear listeners, here is scime urgent news we have 
just received from the Somali National News Agency, 
SONNA. A report from the Somali Democratic Republic 
[SDR] Ministry of Defense says that yesterday at 0900 
members of the Republic of Djibouti Armed Forces, 
armed with heavy technical weapons, violated and 
entered SDR territory at Lawyacado Village and they 
invaded an area of five km. The report says the Dyibouti 
Armed Forces occupied Lawyacado until 0700 on 8 
May, on the El Qori River between Lawyacado and 
[word indistinct]. 


The report, received from the SDR Ministry of Defense, 
adds that at 0700 this morning the Djibouti Armed 
Forces returned to the El Qori River, where they pulled 
away vehicles which they had burned earlier. At 0845 [as 
heard] yesterday at Lawyacado they killed 36 Somali 
civilians and injured two others. The report says that 
nine survivors of the attack are in Zeylac. 
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Further De Klerk Comments on Local Government 


MB0705 204590 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
2041 GMT 7 May 90 


[Text] Port Elizabeth May 7 SAPA—New local govern- 
ment structures would have to be developed that pro- 
vided for power sharing as well as the self-determination 
of communities on a non-discriminatory basis, the state 
president, Mr F.W. de Klerk, said on Monday. 


Speaking at the opening here of the congress of the Cape 
Province Municipal Association, he said the government 
had reached clarity on a number of points on the role and 
nature of local government in any future dispensation. 


The government's goal of a dispensation in which each 
citizen would enjoy full and equal voting rights and 
participation, with provision for effective protection of 
minorities, would apply at local government level as well. 


There had to be a movement away from a local govern- 
ment system based solely on colour. 


The principle of powersharing in matters of common 
interest with non-domination of minorities and communi- 
ties served as a guideline at local government level as well. 


A new system of local government would have to include 
a fair division of local income resources, and this would 
go along with joint responsibility for their effective and 
efficient use and management. 


The government was committed to the greatest possible 
devolution of authority to the lowest effective decision- 
making level, a system which would give the necessary 
flexibility to a political system which had to accommo- 
date divergent regional and community needs. 


However, devolution of authority was only meaningful if 
it was accompanied by devolution of sufficient fiscal 
resources and authority. 


Devolution of functions and powers also had to be in 
agreement with the will of the local community and 
within the ability of a local government body to handle 
them efficiently. 


Above all, any new system would have to be established 
through negotiation. 


“At this stage, I do not wish to expand on models or their 
merits, except to say tha) I sincerely believe that the 
status quo cannot be maintained. There is an inescapable 
need for a new system or systems of local government.” 


Method would have to be considered to test the wishes of 
communities on the adoption of any specific model. 


Local options could not be exercised in a vacuum, and 
too much variety could cause chaos. 


A general legal framework would therefore have to be 
developed within which all local authorities would have 
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to operate. “Part of that to my mind should be the 
availability of a number of alternative models from 
which a choice can be made.” 


Besides protection of basic freedoms. bringing the gov- 
ernment closer to the people and promoting responsible 
political participation, local authorities played a key role 
in the provision of basic services and the development 
and protection «-- communities. 


A new system of iocal government would also have to 
take these clements into account and develop them. 


The hand of local government had to be strengthened so 
it would be able to realise its full potential in upgrading 
and maintaining the quality of life of all SA's people. 


Local authorities not only had the expertise and experi- 
ence to play in this role, but they were in the best 
position, as grassroots institutions, to deal with chal- 
lenges such as urbanisation. 


He said that because constitutional change could be 
extremely destabilising unless it was accompanied by 
continuing legal certainty, the government was deter- 
mined that good government would continue within 
present constitutional structures at ail levels until 
changes were brought about in a constitutional manner. 


In the same spirit, officials could be sure that constitu- 
tional change would at all times take their interests into 
careful consideration. 


“in any new dispensation, there will still be place for the 
same skill and manpower thai is presently rendering 
service to the public. 


“Because of this, no one need be scared of thinking 
innovatively or of exploring new ground. Reform does 
not mean suicide; it means progress and survival.” 


Botha Links Reform. Improved White Security 


MB0905060990 Johannesburg THE CITIZEN 
in English 7 May 90 p 4 


[Text] Dublin—The removal of racia! darriers would 
boost the White man’s security in South Africa, Foreign 
Minister Mr Pik Botha said tn an interview published on 
Saturday [5 May]. 


“The man who washes your car sooner or later wants to 
own your car. The man who polishes the rugby ball wants 
to play rugby sooner or later,” he told the IRISH TIMES. 


“It 1s our responsibility to persuade our people that we 
are not handling over, we are improving, in our opinion, 
the White man’s security position. 


“Opening up and removing the racial barriers in my 
opinion will strengthen this country,” he told the paper 
in an interview in Cape Town that coincided with the 
government's historic talks with the Afmcan National 
Congress [ANC]. 


“I said to a member of the ANC team during our 
working dinner...we're a!' in one boat, one ship and the 
sharks on the left and the sharks on the right are not 
going to distinguish between us when we fall overboard.” 


Agreemert on Nuclear Tyeaty Expected ‘Soon’ 
MBO0805 125490 Johannesburg BUSINESS DAY 
in English 8 May 90 pp 1,2 


[By Simon Barber] 


[Text] Washington—There 1s mounting optimism here 
that SA will very soon sign the Nuclear Non- 
Proliferation Treaty (NPT), thereby formally renouncing 
the possession or development of nuclear weapons. 


Sources familiar with the negotiations between SA and 
the UN’s International Atomic Energy Agency [IAEA], 
under way since September 1987, say an announcement 
could come next month when the IAEA holds its annual 
governors’ meeting in Vienna—and almost ceriainly 
before the five-yearly NPT conference in August. 


SA's agreement to sign the treaty 1s expected to be part of 
a powerfully symbolic regional deal under which the 
Frontline states will also sign, thus allowing President 
F.W. de Klerk to take the credit. 


Leonard Spector, proliferation expert with the Carnegie 
Endowment for International Peace, called it “a very, 
very significant event,” demonstrating a “change of 
heart” on SA's part with implications for the whole 
non-proliferation field. 


As a signatory, SA would submit all aspects of its nuclear 
programme to IAEA inspections and safeguards, 
including the now unsafeguarded uranium conversion 
and commercial enrichment facilities at Valindaba and 
the fuel fabrication plant at Pelindaba. The Koeberg 
power reactors, the Safari | research reactor and all SA‘s 
nuclear exports are already safeguarded in keeping with 
SA's commitment to abide by “the spirit, principles and 
goals” of the NPT and the Nuclear Suppliers Group. 


The most difficult outstanding issue lies in SA's decision 
to shut down the pilot enrichynent plant at Valindaba 
earlier this year—believed tc be SA's only facility 
capable of the highly enrichei uranium nesded for 
weapons production. 


The plant's closure means 1i will not have to be subject to 
IAEA inspection, raising the question of whether the 
agency will every be able to get a full accounting of 
fissionable material produced. 


There are also questions over whether SA will immedi- 
ately be able to ot Aain the full benefit of being a treaty 
signatory, including the right to “the fullest possible 
exchange of equipment, material and scientific and 
technological information for the peaceful uses of 
nuclear energy,” because of separate U.S. apartheid- 
related conditions. 
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8 May Press Review on Current Problems, Issues 
MBO805 120990 


[Editorial Report] 


THE STAR 


Doors Opening for De Klerk—Johannesburg THE STAR 
in English on 8 May in a page | 2 editorial says President 
de Klerk’s tour to Europe “may come to be seen as the 
first step towards South Africa's reacceptance, and the 
precursor to the lifting of sanctions.” But it is a “condi- 
tional open-door welcome. Those countries are looking 
for proof that the De Kierk reputation, for honest dealing 
and high resolve, will be confirmed through personal 
contact.” “Mr. de Klerk goes on tour with the good 
wishes of a great majority of the nation. That ts an 
important measure of the political change he has 
wrought at home in the few months he has been at the 
helm.” 


BUSINESS DAY 


De Klerk Tour To Improve Prospects—-“Presider* de 
Klerk sets off for his extended visit to Europe armed 
with an agreement with the ANC [African National 
Congress] to co-operate in norrialising South African 
politics, and boliiteved by the assurance of Nelson Man- 
dela that he wil! not, for the time being, ask for any 
additional sanctions,” declares Johannesburg BUSI- 
NESS DAY in English on 8 May in a page 8 editorial. “A 
successful tour will undermine the more destructive 
elements of the anti-apartheid movement, including 
those who earn their livings by fighting fiercely for 
freedom at a distance, and it will ease the way for other 
South Africans to conduct more normal relations 
abroad. If President de Klerk achieves no more than 
that, he will have improved the prospects for a successful 
transition to post-apartheid South Africa.” 


SOWETAN 


Support for Black Workers’ Conditions Protest—The 
Baragwanath hospital strike which has led to a crisis in 
health services “strongly reflects the type of problem a 
future South African government will have to face,” 
notes the page 6 editorial in Johannesburg SOWETAN 
in English on 8 May. “While the Government has helped 
white public servants from time to time, black public 
servants work under conditions which are unacceptably 
inadequate. It 1s perhaps ast as well that this important 
sector of the public service has protested in such a 
dramatic way.” 


THE NATAL WITNESS 


Editorial Supports Idea of NP-ANC Alliance— 
Pietermaritzburg THE NATAL WITNESS in English on 
27 April in a page 14 editorial refers to a possible 
coalition between the National Party [NP] and the ANC 
in a future goverrment, saying “while it might seem too 
radical to some,” it “needs to be developed on a much 
wider scale. What is required is the establishment of 
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totally non-racial political parties which will have the 
support of voters in all groups. The basis of their support 
should be specific political programmes and not race.” 


BEELD 


Warning Against ignoring White Uncertainty—A page 
10 editorial in Johannesburg BEELD in Afrikaans of 4 
May states: “It cannot be denied that the political 
reforms of recent months have caused uncertainty 
among whites. While it 1s clear that the old order ts 
passing, no one 1s sure what the new dispensation will 
look like. It would be the height of political insensitivity 
to ignore this uncertainty. Not even the ANC is doing it, 
and goes out of its way to reassure whites, particularly 
the Afrikaner.” “The other extreme ts to try to exploit 
this uncertainty among the whites. No other organiza- 
tion has such a fine eye for such opportunities as the 
Conservative Party [CP]. Half forgotten while history 
passes it by, this party on Wednesday [2 May] turned its 
back on the most important forum of expression— 
Parliament—and went to protest in front of Tuynhuys.” 
“While the CP leadership, due to a tack of a policy 
option, will busy itself with wha. the government must 
not do and cught not to do, the message of the radicals in 
its ranks wil! grow stronger. Not because 11 1s such a good 
message—in Certain respects it 1s bizarre—but because 
ideas like the old Boer national states are all that will 
retain an aura of credibility. So we can expect more 
political exhibitionism from the CP.” 


Call To laclude Right Wing in Talks—Willic Kuhn, in his 
“Political Becld” column on page 10 of the 4 May BEELD 
whites: “The continuing dialogue at Groote Schuur indi- 
cates that two of the parties are | nding each other. Note: 
two. The meeting between the government and the ANC is 
historic, interesting, and sensational but it 1s not jet the 
whote picture. This week's bilateral breaking of br ‘ad 1s, 
after all, not the first of its kind. And sometime in the 
future the bi- will naturally have to become multilateral, 
when all sit down together and hopefully not just talk 
together but also listen together. To make it more clear: All 
groupings are therefore welcome in the negotiation debate 
as long as they have peaceful intentions. That includes the 
right, because they too have a case to state. Perhaps one 
should say cases, because the voices from that quarter are 
so divergent that one does not really know what is policy 
and what is senmuiment. An attempt to get past this is the 
CP's ‘Freedom Manifesto of the Afrikaner Nation’ which 
the party hopes to get mandated at the great ‘national 
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gathering’ in Pretoria on 26 May.” “Many CP supporters 
will not know what they are supporting, because the party 
is SO full of ideas—Verwoerdianism of a great white Scuth 
Africa; a Boshoff state in the west; the old Boer republy-s as 
a national state; and a tiny piece of Afrikaner land a’ part 
of a federation.” “The CP does not have much time. 
Within months it may have to make its most ‘mportant 
decision when negotiations get properly unde: way, either 
it will participate or it will activate the mechanisms of 
violence and see what security that brings it. The state- 
ments by the CP leaders Dr. Andries Treurnicht and Mr. 
van der Merwe show that they still have no idea what it 1s 
all about. It is in the interests of the right wing movement 
that they urgently bring forward leaders who can state their 
case responsibly, because the present CP road only holds 
disaster and disillusionment! for their supporters and for 
South Africa.” 


RAPPORT 


NP-ANC Similarities—“There are more deep-rooted 
similarities between the National Party [NP] and the 
African National Congress than what is visible on the 
surface.” notes the page 24 editorial in Johannesburg 
RAPPORT in Afrikaans on 6 May. “Both were estab- 
lished for the same reasons. They were purely mirror 
images of each other. If ome compares the ANC's 
Freedom Charter with remarks by Nationalist leaders 
through the years, one realizes they have virtually the 
same spiritual values. However. the Afrikaner was so 
busy with the struggle between the Boers and the British 
that for years he was in no posit n to notice the ider.tical 
endeavors of his black fellow countrymen.” 


Spanish Airline fo Reinstate Flights 


MBO80S5 145690 Johannesburg Domestic Service 
in Afrikaans 1400 GM7 8 May 90 


| Text] Spain's Iberia Airlines has announced that it will 
be reinstating its flights to South Africa after it discon- 
tinued its flights to South Africa three years ago as a 
result of sanctions. 


An airline spokesman said the date and the number of 
flights is still under discussion. 


A Spanish Department of Foreign Affairs spokesman 
also said Spain is considering restoring its sports and 
entertainment ties with South Africa after the progress 
that was made in discussions between the government 
and the ANC [African National Congress]. 
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Benin Leoneans who fled Liberia have spoken of atrocities 


Administrative, Territorial Changes Noted 
ABO808 201190 Paris AFP in French 1239 GMT 
7 May 90 


[Text] Cotonou, 7 May (AFP)}—The Beninese Govern- 
ment, during a cabinet meeting, has carried oul a major 
prefectoral reshuffle and made an important territorial 
change by reducing the number of administrative dis- 
tricts from 86 to 78 urban districts and prefectures, it 
was learned yesterday in Cotonou, where the names of 
the new prefects were released. 


The six former prefects, who are ali soldiers and mem- 
bers of the People’s Revolutionary Party of Benin 
(PRPB, the sole party that ruled until] December 1989), 
were replaced by six civilian administra\ors during the 
Cabinet meeting. which took place on Thursday [3 May]. 


The prefect of the Atlantique Province (Cotonou), Cap- 
tain Houegbonou, has lost his place to Pierre Comlian 
Ahlinvi. The prefect of Atacora (Natitingou), Colonel 
Adolphe Biaou, is replaced by Kora Yarou Zime. The 
prefect of Borgou (Parakou), Major Mama Sambo, by 
Gabriel Kpede: that of Mono (Lokossa), Major Gaston 
Hounkpe, by Issa Kpara; Colonel Elegbeac. prefect of 
Oueme (Porte Novo), by Godfried Johnson: and the 
prefect of Zou (Abomey), Colonel Leopold Ahouya by 
Mathias Cogam. 


Liberia 


Doe Extends Surrender Ultimatum, Zo4es 


ABO9OS 145090 Paris AFP in Enelish 1417 GMT 
Y May 9 


[Text] Monrovia, May 9 (AFP}—Liberian President 
Samuel Doe has extended a two-week ultimatum he gave 
April 25 for rebels to surrender in two “safe zones” or 
risk being wiped out by government troops. Mr. Doe, 
facing a rebel insurgency which began on December 24. 
announced at a press conference broadcast live on state 
radio that the government was providing three more 
zones for rebels to lay down their arms. 


He said he was extending the deadline in line with 
recommendations from two commissions set up to mon- 
itor the surrender proce ’s. He did not say for how long 
the deadline would be extended. The Liberian leader 
added that he had no reports of the rebels, led by former 
senior servant Charles Taylor who fled ir 1956 2nd is 
wanted here on charges of embezzlement, turning them- 
selves in. But he said rebels could surrender in Ganta. 
Sanniquellie and Tappita in the northeastern Nimba 
County in addition to zones already set up in Buchanar: 
in Grand Bassa County and Gbharnga. Bong County 


Mr. Doe added that a commission on human rights 
would also be set up to report abuses against civilians. 
Liberian refugees in neighbo; ing Ivory Coast and Sierra 


against civ.lians carried out by both troops and rebels. 


Mr. Doe repeated accusations that Libya was giving 
“direct support” to the rebels and called on all “friendly 
governments” to condemn Libya for what he called 
“unprovoked acts of aggression” against the West 
African state. Troops confiscated a copybook from the 
rebels containing instructions on how to set up road- 
blocks, cause panic and fear as well as ambush tactics, he 
said adding that the book bore the picture of Libyan 
leader Colonel Mu’ammar al-Qadhdhafi. 


The commander-in-chief also said his government was 
committed to resolving the rebel crisis peacefully, and 
repeated assurances that general elections scheduled for 
1991 would go ahead as planned. He i.vited al! thos 
who felt qualified to comtest the pois to participaiv. 
adding that the elections would be “free and fair.” 


Mr. Doe also appealed to politicians, citizens and busi- 
nessmen who fled the country to come back and work 
with the government to help solve the present crisis. 


Doe Returns From Togs, Nigeria: Comments 


ABO705 214490 Monrovia Radio ELWA in English 
2000 GMT 7 May 90 


[Text] President Samuel Kanyon Doe, at the head of a 
50-man delegation, left the country this morning for a 
one-day working visit to Togo and Nigeria. The presi- 
dent's initial stop was at the Lome International Aizport 
in Togo, where he was accorded the traditional African 
reception by his colleague, President Gnassingbe Eya- 
dema. President Doe and his Togolese counterpart later 
held private talks behind closed doors. Although details 
of their discussions were not immediately released. they 
are believed to have centered around regional coopera- 
tion and the promotion of African solidarity. 


After his short stay in Togo, President Doe then flew on 
to Nigeria in continuation of his one-day working visit. 
Following the usual airport ceremony, both President 
Doe and President Ibrahim Babangida were then driven 
off to the Nigerian State House, where government 
officials exchanged views of mutual understanding: 


[Begin Doe recording] The visit was very much [words 
indistinci] and | thank God to be back home. [words 
indistinct] we have enjoyed this (fraternal) relationship 
in the history of our two countries. And so, I decided to 
come in person to say, never mind to my brother and 
colleague, Mr. Babangida. for the incident of April 22. 
1990. [end recording] 


Following President Doe's brief statement. he was asked 
whether the Liberian Government was prepared to allow 
foreign journalists to visit Liberia so as to obtain first- 
hand information on rebel activitics in Liberia: 


[Begin Doe recording] As a matter of fact, we have no 
ban on any, you know, press to come to our country. Any 
journalist is welcome to Liberia, and if you see me here 
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today, it means that the situation at home is normal, in 
spite of the bad publicity t: ai we have been getting about 
our country, and you are fully aware that we Liberians 
are fighting two wars. We are fighting the rebels and the 
international press, to be specific, the BBC. [end 
recording} 


President Samuel Kanyon Doe, speaking briefly to 
reporters upon his arrival at the Rebderts International 
Airport, noted the success and purpose of his visit to 


Togo and Nigeria: 


{Begin Doe recording] The visit was very much suc- 
cessful and | thank God to be back home. If you 
remember, Liberia is a full member of the OAU,. 
ECOWAS [Economic Community of West African 
States], one of our subregional organiza.ions, which has 
to deal with the cooperation among of the subregion. 
And on 22 of last month, there was an attempted coup in 
Nigeria, and Nigeria being our close friend, | decided to 
go and say, never mind to the president and people of 
Nigeria. And of course, | seized the opportunity to brief 
him on the situation in our country as well as President 
Gnassingbe Eyadema of Togo. And so, | think we are a 
very [words indistinct] the problem in Nimba County. 
(end recording} 


Weil, an issue of discussion during President Samuel 
Kanyon Doe's visit was the Ibrahim B. Babangida Grad- 
uate School of International Studies at the University of 
Liberia. Its director and visiting professor, Dr. James 
Tieh Tarpeh, made the following comments on that issue 
of discussion: 


[Begin Tarpeh recording] We had a good visit in Nigeria. 
(?We talked to) President Babangida about some of our 
hopes and programs. We talked (also) to our Nigerian 
professors, Dr. Essien and Dr. Chinedu, and they are 
hopeful that (?under the two presidents) regarding the 
establishment of a professional school of international 
studies will go ahead and we are grateful and (?thankful) 
towards them. [end recording] 


Members of the presidential delegation to Togo and Nigeria 
included the president pro-tempore of the Liberian senate. 
Tambakai Jangaba; the acting minister of foreign affairs, 
George Wallace, the minister of finance, Emmanuel Shaw, 
Justice Minister Jenkins Scott; and Aciing Information 
Miaister Moses Washington. Others were Deputy Minister 
of State for Public Affairs Jonathan Taylor, chief of protocol 
at the Executive Mansion, Ambassador Charles Henceford; 
physician to the president, Dr. J. H. Wongap; the director of 
special security services, Naton Nelson; and the aide- 
de<amp to the president, Brigadier General Washington 
Baley. Also travelling with the president were the acting 
assistant minister of foreign affairs for Afro-Asian affairs, 
Nathaniel Davies and the director of the Ibrahim Babangida 
School of Graduate Studies, Dr. James Tieh Tarpeh. 
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Official Says Abidjan Source of Rebel Arms 


ABO0705 193390 London BBC World Service in English 
1709 GMT 7 May 90 


[From the “African News” 


[Text] President Samuel Doe of Liberia 15 spending the 
day on an unexpected visit to Togo and }<igeria, appar- 
ently to try to gain support in his four-month fight 
against the rebels who now centroi larg: areas of ihe 
northeast of Liberia. The BBC West Africa correspon- 
dent says Togo and Nigeria are President Doe's two best 
remaining friends, and he badiy needs more arms and 
ammunition to fight the rebels. 


However, a Nigerian Government official was quoted by 
REUTER NEWS AGENCY as saying his country would 
not supply military help to Liberia as it would be 
contrary to the OAU Charter. President Doe himself 
said in Togo that he had asked President Gnassingbe 
Eyadema for help in mediation with Burkina Faso and 
Ivory ‘Coast, both of whom the Liberian leader has 
accused of helping the rebels. A senior Liberian official 
said six truck’ ‘s of arms for the rebels had been 
spotted th «ex on the road from the Ivorian 
capital, Ai ©) on, wo wic Liberian border, but Ivery Coast 
and Burk . “aso Cenied giving any assistance. 


Rebel Front Asks African Leaders To ‘Ignore’ Doe 


ABO705 150690 Paris AFP in Enelish 1457 GM? 
7 May 90 


[Text] Lagos, May 7 (AFP}—The National Patriotic 
Front of Liberia, an opposition group mounting armed 
rebellion in Nimba county against President Samuel 
Doe's government, on Monday urged African countries 
and the international community to “ignore” the 
Liberian leader. 


The rebellion in the north-eastern county and a demand 
to Nigeria for financial assistance were expected to 
feature prominently during talks between President 
Ibrahim Babangida and Presiden! Dove who arrived in 
Lagos on Monday for a short working visit to Nigeria. 


The front’s secretary-general Gaye Moses Duopu told 
AFP that President Doe no longer represented the inter- 
ests of the majorty of the Liberian people anc alleged he 
violated human rights. He commended the U.S. Govern- 
ment for choosing to maintain neutrality in the conflict 
and urged Israel not to assist Mr. Doe. The Liberian 
revolution was not against Mr. Doe but against his 
“oligarchy” and oppression, he said, adding that the 
group was fighting to end corruption in the country and 
restore freedom, dignity and independence. 


The front was fighting a national cause and was not 
interested in tribal or trivial issues being preached by the 
Liberian leader, said Mr. Duopu. a former labour min- 
ister and ex-senior adviser to Mr. Doe's former People’s 
Redemption Council. The group would not cease 
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fighting until the gov.rnment of President Doe is toppled, 
said Mr. Doupu, who was in lovember 1983 convicted of 
iweason and sedition but released nine months alter 
through presidential amnesty. “Since Doe cannot elimi- 
nate us, we are Out to eliminate him”, he added. 


President Doe was scheduled to leave Lagos for Mon- 
rovia later Monday. 


Mali 


Traore Addresses Decentralization Seminar 


AB0905085590 Bamako Domestic Service in French 
2000 GMT 7 May 90 


[Excerpt] [Announcer] The first seminar on decentrali- 
zation ended this afternoon at the Republic Square in 
Bamako. The closing ceremony was chaired by President 
Moussa Traore in the presence of members of the 
Central Executive Bureau, the government and the 
National Assembly, the presidents of the Supreme Court 
and the Economic Council, representatives of the Dip- 
lomatic and Consular Corps, and international organi- 
zations. About 300 participants attended the seminar. 
Here are more details from reporter Traore: 


{Traore} In his closing speech, General Moussa Traore, 
first, gave details on the process that led to the holding of 
the seminar, a process that began in 1977 in several 
phases including, among others, the decentralization of 
the planning policy, the installation and revitalization of 
participatory structures such as local and regional devel- 
opment councils and commissions, the setting up of 
regional and local development funds. The head of state 
expressed satisfaction with the seminar’s decision to 
adapt the decentralization process to the current socio- 
economic framework and pointed out the advantages 
and drawbacks of the current financial policy compared 
to the constraints imposed by decentralization. The head 
of state aiso expressed satisfaction with the participants’ 
awareness of the economic dimension of the decentrali- 
zation policy. 


Let us listen to President Moussa Traore: 


[Begin Traore recording] The decentralization policy 
will stimulate the creative genius of our people and 
enable them to fully contribute to the search for macro- 
economic structures by giving the rural dwellers a sense 
of responsibility in their role as decision makers, execu- 
tants, and beneficiaries within the participatory struc- 
tures. It will also help us to achieve our objectives as well 
as lasting economic and social progress. You have also 
stressed the importance of the cultural factors through 
your efforts to give a new value to our national languages 
not only as a means to safeguard our culture and convey 
our knowledge but also as an essential instrument that 
enables our people to be active participants in the 
implementation of the deceriralization policy. 
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In conclusion, | am happy to note that you alse kept in 
mind the political dimension of the decentralization 
policy, a political dimension that challenges each citizen 
to be aware of his responsibilities, his rights, his duties, 
and of the need for organization within our institutions 
to defend individual and collective interests. Ladies and 
gentlemen, | would like to insist on this political dimen- 
sion here. In addition to the policy of transfer of tech- 
nology and resources from the central level of the state 
towards the grats roots collectivities, the territorial 
decentralization policy represents an essential instru- 
ment in the construction of a national democratic state. 
Indeed, this decentralization policy implies a funda- 
mental modification in the relations between an admin- 
istration—still very similar to what it was in colonial 
times—and people who, because of this situation, con- 
tinue to show wariness toward the state and the Charter 
on National Organization and Conduct of Public Life. 
This political dimension of the decentralization policy 1s 
a challenge to all cadres of the nation, all heads of 
administrative and political departments. It invites them 
to change their behavior to consolidate our experience in 
democracy. [passage omitted] [end recording] 


Niger 


Chadian Foreign Minister Discusses Fighting 


ABOSO5 180390 Niamey Domestic Service in French 
1200 GMT 3 May 90 


[Text] The president of the Republic, General Ali Sai- 
bou, this morning held discussions with Chadian 
External Relations Minister Acheikh ibn Oumar, who 
delivered a message from President Hissein Habre to 
Gen. Ali Saibou. Listen to Acheihk ibn Oumar, who was 
interviewed by Seydou Abdou: 


[Begin recording] [Oumar] As you know, the ties 
between Chad and Niger are secular ones exemplified by 
near total similarity in the fielJis geography, human 
relations, socioculture, and historical background. 
Added to these ties are relations of friendship, coopera- 
tion, and good neighborliness between our two govern- 
ments, which are strengthened by the esteem, rather the 
intimacy, between our two heads of state, their Excellen- 
cies El Hadj Hissein Habre and Gen. Ali Saibou. 


In view of all this, it is normal for the two countries to 
have contacts and consultations as frequently and as 
regularly as possible to review each other's situation and 
to pool our resources to better resolve our problems. 


After this introduction, I will say President Hissein 
Habre has asked me to deliver a message to his brother 
and friend, President Ali Saibou. The message concerns 
the incursion incident on our eastern border with Sudan, 
following a new Libyan military aggression, which we 
have just repulsed. Since the Western media, especially 
the French media, have always reported incidents that 
do not often reflect reality, we think it expedient to 
inform the neighboring and sister countries about 
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Libya’s intentions in this aggression and the details of the 
incident and, above all, about our prospects in the military, 
political, and especially diplomatic fields. We will ask our 
sister countries to help put an end to this aggression so that 
peace and stability can definitively return to our region. 


{Abdou} Mr. Minister, your country and Libya trade accu- 
sations of interfering in each other's affairs. A few months 
ago, we thought a happy solution had been found to this 
conflict. Who is the cause of this sudden flare-up of tension? 


[Oumar] You know, our problem with Libya is very 
simple to explain. It started in 1973 when the Tripoli 
regime militarily occupied the far north of Chad, known 
as the Aouzou Strip. We Chadians are asking for nothing 
more than a peaceful end to this occupation. We have 
made some progress, as you have just said. There has 
been a cease-fire since 1987. There has been the OAU Ad 
Hoc Committee meeting on the Chad-Libya conflict. 
Most of all, there was the historic meeting between the 
Libyan and Chadian heads of state in Bamako last June. 
Finally, an outline agreement was signed in Algiers last 
August between ovr two countries. All these events 
contributed to considerably diffusing the tension. 


What happened later is that we realized after the discus- 
sions that the Libyan side had wanted to make us accept, 
through the discussion, what we have always refused to 
accept by force. And we think the attack itself, the 
beginning of hostilities... [changes thought] We were 
attacked on 25 March and, ‘f you remember, on 26 
March, the following day, the OAU Ad Hoc Committee 
meeting began in Libreville, with the participation of 
Chad and Libya, under the auspices of Gabon. The 
message was clear: Put military pressure on Chad so it 
will give in politically. We also think that under the 
Algeirs agreement, we have to wait for the one-year 
deadline, that is until | September this year, to refer the 
problem to the International Court of Justice. We think 
our Libyan brothers have been the cause of a situation of 
tension, but they find it impossible to refer the matter to 
the Hague, for reasons best known to themselves. 


In any case, we think the doors for negotiation and discus- 
sion must remain open because that is the only just way, 
because we think we are defending our right, and because of 
events on the international level regarding the economy and 
the reduction of strategic forces. We must lay aside our petty 
squabbles and unite to take common action in the face of an 
increasingly open policy of our partners from the rich 
countries in the commercial and economic fields. Therefore, 
while maintaining our intransigence on the defense of the 
sovereignty and territorial integrity of Chad, we still give a 
hand for dialogue and discussion in order to make the 
Tripoli regime listen to reason. 
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[Abdou] Mr. Minister, is resorting to the Hague a solu- 
tion when the rulings of this court are often not respected 
by the parties concerned?[Oumar] In this case, the solu- 
tion has been set down in terms of the Algiers agreement, 
which was freely signed by both sides. So, the two sides 
freely accepted, after a one-year deadline and after 
having explored all avenues of bilateral solutions in a 
friendly way, so to speak, that the Hague would handle 
the case. In this respect, we think that logically a ruiing of 
the International Court of Justice would pose no 
problem because it is the outcome of a free and volun- 
tary decision by the parties concerned. 


[Abdou] Let us now speak about the confrontation along 
the border between your country and Sudan. What is the 
current situation there? 


[Oumar] As I have just said, on 25 March we encoun- 
tered an extremely violet attack by large forces—over 
2.000 men, with impressive military equipment. The 
aggressors even succeeded in occupying some posts along 
the border with Sudan. Notably. the localities of Behai 
and Tene. Obviously, the Chadian National Armed 
Forces, FANT, made a counterattack and succeeded 
after heavy fighting, in annihilating the aggressors, some 
of whom took refuge in Sudan. And so the aggression was 
checked, even though the elements of the (tension) are 
still there, because the Libyans have some facilities. They 
have a military presence in Sudan. They have a military 
base there, and Chadian and Sudanese nationals who can 
be taken for Chadians can be found in large numbers in 
Libya for job seeking motives, you know the situation. 
Military equipraent is not a problem for Libya. There- 
fore, it is always possible for it to recruit poor people, 
arm them, and set them against Chad. That is the current 
practice. We are expecting aggressions of this nature in 
the coming days and we are ready to react 


[Abdou] Mr. Minister, my last question. Will these 
confrontations not have adverse effects on the negotia- 
tions between your country and Libya” 


[Oumar] Obviously, it is difficult to discuss serenely 
when men are dying on the battlefield. Unfortunately, 
such is the mentality of our partners. They believe that 
while holding talks. the war must continue in order to 
put pressure on their interlocutor. | cannot say we are 
bellicose or prone to war, but experience has thought us 
that if we are attacked, we must defend ourselves. The 
FANT has manpower, combativeness, and equipment. 
Finally Chad has moral, organizational, and political 
resources to face this aggression, and we are going to 
continue to fulfil our task of patriotism until this unfor- 
tunate problem has been definitively resolved. [end 
recording} 
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Nigeria 


Liberian President Doe Arrives on Official Visit 


Meets Babangida 


AB0705 154190 Lagos Domestic Service in English 
1500 GMT 7 May 90 


[Text] President Samuel! Doe today flew in to Lagos on 
an Official visit to Nigeria. He was received at State 
House, Marina, by President Ibrahim Babangida, with 
whom he later held discussions. Details are not known. 


The Liberian leader later left for Murtala Muhamed 
Airport, where he addressed newsmen on his way home. 
More reports are still coming in. 


Holds News Conference 


AB0705 192490 Lagos Domestic Service in English 
1800 GMT 7 May 90 


[Text] President Samuel Doe of Liberia today paid a 
one-day working visit to Nigeria. He held private talks 
with President Ibrahim Babangida at State House, 
Marina. Although details of their discussions were not 
made public, President Doe told newsmen at Murtala 
Muhammed Airport that he was in Lagos to express 
solidarity with General Babangida on the recent abortive 
coup. He pledged Liberia’s support for the good pro- 
grams of the Babangida administration, especially the 
politica! transition program. 


On the situation in his country, the Liberian leader said it 
was under control, in spite of the bad publicity in the foreign 
press. For more on President Doe's news conference, here is 
State House correspondent Reginald Okwoche: 


[Begin recording] [Okwoche] Nigerian journalists wanted ‘0 
know about the situation in Liberia, where rebels have been 
fighting the government of President Doe since last year. But 
the Liberian leader [word indistinct] newsmen when he said: 
If you see me here today, it means that the situation at home 
is norma!. President Doe went on to say that his country has 
been fighting two wars, one agatnst the rebels and the other 
against the international press, especially the BBC, which has 
been exaggerating the extent of fighting in Liberia. 


He stated that the fighting in his country was not a conven- 
tional war between the rebels and the Armed Forces. Pres- 
ident Doe described the rebels as civilians carrying weapons 
and killing innocent people. He said the rebe!s operated in a 
typical terrorist hit-and-run style. They attack towns and 
villages and escape into the bush. 


The Liberian leader maintained, therefore, that it was 
not true that the rebels were 50 kms to Monrovia, the 
country’s capital. President Doe said that, in fact, he 
would have loved the rebels to come into Monrovia so 
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that the Liberian Armed Forces would finish with them 
once and for all. He explained that government forces 
were finding 1 difficult to crush the rebellion because 
they had to distinguish between innocent civilians and 
the rebels who operated in civilian clothings. President 
Doe was asked if he was doing enough to share power 
equitably among the major groups in Liberia, since the 
rebellion appeared to be spearheaded by Mr. Taylor, an 
American Liberian. He answered in the affirmative and 
said that key officials of his government were, in fact, 
from Nimba County, where the fighting was going on: 


[Doe] We have the chief justice of the Republic of 
Liberia, who is from Nimba County. One of the official 
justices is also from Nimba County. The minister of 
agriculture is from Nimba County. The minister of 
health and social welfare is from Nimba County. The 
physician to the president is from Nimba County. The 
chief cook to the president is from Nimba County. The 
assistant minister for special (?duties) is also from 
Nimba County. The deputy commissioner of immigra- 
tion is from Nimba County. And many more, you know; 
and so, Mr. Charles Taylor, who decided to use Nimba at 
this time, so that he could go through Nimba before 
[words indistinct] it is very easy to cross [words indis- 
tinct] to come to Monrovia by way of Nimba County 
[words indistinct]. But this is not a question of tribalism 
or whether [words indistinct] given to the other regions 
of the country. But this is respective [words indistinct] 
generated by Mr. Charles Taylor between the govern- 
ment and the citizens of Nimba County. 


[Okwoche] President Doe said that Mr. Taylor and the 
rebels should indicate whether they wanted to take over 
power in Liberia or just to capture Nimba County. 
According to him, the power base is in Monrovia, the 
country’s capital. He said, therefore, that if they wanted 
power, they should come to Monrovia, rather than using 
the forests. [end recording] 


Babangida Receives Chad's Acheik, Habre Message 
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[Text] Nigeria has accepted the request to serve as a 
mediator in the latest dispute between Chad and Libya. 
The Chadian leader, President Hissein Habre, made the 
request in a message delivered to President Ibrahim 
Babangida today at Dodan Barracks. He requested Gen- 
eral Babangida’s assistance in convincing Colonel 
Mu’ammar al-Qadhdhafi that Chad was still willing to 
negotiate a political settlement of her dispute with Libya. 
The message was brought by the Chadian foreign min- 
ister, Mr. Acheikh ibn Quamar. 


Receiving it, President Babangida expressed the federal 
government's concern over the renewed tension between 
the two countries following the recent outbreak of 
fighting on the Chad-Sudan border. He urged African 
leaders to ensure a peaceful resolution of problems 
between their countries and avoid armed confrontation. 
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Gen. Babangida commended the Chadian Government 
for its continued willingness to end the dispute. He said 
that Nigeria will convey this to the Libyans, with an 
assurance that everything will be done to bring both 
Parties together for fresh peace talks. 


The Chadian foreign minister had earlier restated his 
country’s belief that the border with Libya must be 
properly demarcated. 


Togo 
Liberia's Doe Confers With Eyadema 


Asks Help With Ivory Coast 
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[Text] Lome, May 7 (AFP}—Liberian President Samuel 
Doe on Monday asked his Togolese counterpart General 
Gnassingbe Eyadema to help convince the Ivory Coast to 
stop its support for rebels fighting the Doe regime, officials 
said. Mr. Doe has repeatedly accused Ivory Coast President 
Felix Houphouet-Bougny of allowing the Liberian rebels, 
led by former top civil servant Charles Taylor, to use 
Ivorian territory as a base for the insurgency. 


The Liberian president arrived here Monday at the head 
of a 15- member delegation. He and Gen. Eyadema met 
privately 2: the airport for an hour. 


Mr. Doe told newsmen that he was requesting Togo’s 
help in mediating differences with Ivorian authorities. 
He said the rebels entered northeastern Nimba County 
near Danane in neighboring Ivory Coast. 


Mr. Doe, who took power in a bloody coup in April 
1980, said the insurgency posed no threat to his regime, 
but that he was busy assuring the security of the people. 
He said government troops could not finish off the 
rebels, who since launching their bid to topple the 
government December 24 have fought a guerrilla war as 
rebels at night, mixing with civilians during the day. The 
army could not shoot at innocent people, he said. “This 
rebellion will end if the Ivory Coast stops being the base 
for the rebels,” he said, adding that Liberia, Ivory Coast 
and Togo are members of the Economic Community of 
West African States (ECOWAS) and should not interfere 
in the internal affairs of other member states. 


Mr. Doe was to go on later Monday to Nigeria to visit 
military leader Ibrahim Babangida before returning to 
Monrovia in the evening. 


Fighting between troops and rebels of National Patriotic 
Front of Liberia has intensified in recent weeks. Mr. Taylor 
said his 3,000 men control much of eastern Liberia and 
could attack the capital Monrovia at any time. 
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Reliable sources say at least | 000 people have died in the 
fighting, from which more than 300,000 Liberians have fled, 
many taking refuge in Ivory Coast and Guinea. 


Seeks ‘Interveniion’ 
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[Excerpts] This morning, the Liberian head of state, Mr. 
Samuel Doe, made a brief visit to Lome. General Doe 
arrived in our capital at 0830. When he disembarked 
from his aircraft—a Liberian-flagged Boeing 707 air- 
crafi—he was welcomed by his brother and friend, 
General Gnassingbe Eyauema, founding chairman of the 
Rally of Togolese People [RPT] and president of the 
Republic. [passage omitted] 


The two heads of state later went into the VIP hall of the 
Lome- Tokoin International Airport where they held 
talks that lasted almost one-and-a-half hours. after which 
President Doe made a news statement: 


{Begin recording] [Doe in English fading into French 
translation] In view of the friendly relations between 
Togo and Liberia, it 1s normal that, enroute to Nigeria, | 
should brief my elder brother, President Gnassingbe 
Eyadema., on the current situation in Liberia. As you are 
aware, in December 1989, some rebels infiltrated 
Liberian territory, and since then, a rebellious situation 
has continued to prevail in Liberia. This is why I came to 
brief the president of the Republic of Togo, so that he 
may be informed about the situation and so that the 
Togolese people, who are friends of the Liberian people, 
should also be kept informed of our situation. 


As a member of the Economic Cornmunity of West African 
States and the United Nations, it 1s not proper to interfere in 
the domestic affairs of other states, and it is within this 
framework that we want to request the good auspices of 
President Eyadema in the situation prevailing in Liberia, so 
that he can intervene with our elder brother, President 
Houphouet-Boigny of the Ivory Coast. 


{Unidentified reporter] Are the rebel activities a real threat 
to the Liberian Government and the Liberian people? 


[Doe] To this question, I will reply yes and no, because as 
you know, these rebels who have invaded Liberian 
territory have been destroying the lives and property of 
Liber’?ns, children, pregnant women, and people [words 
indistinct]. The tactics that they use are those of a 
guerrila war. They come and attack. They hide in the 
daytime, and in the night they come out to attack. 
Therefore, it is difficult. It is not that the Liberian 
Government cannot contain these rebels, but the rebel 
tactics complicate the situation. But with the interven- 
tion and the good auspices of our elders, I think we can 
succeed in finding a solution to this situation. 
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Before concluding, | want to use this opportunity to very 
sincerely thank, on behalf of the delegation accompanying 
me, the president, General Gnassingbe Eyadema, and the 
Togolese Government and people, for this warm welcome 
given us, and we believe that with the support of the 
Togolese people, we will be able to find a happy solution in 
conjunction with the Ivorian Government. [end recording] 
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it was after this statement that President Eyadema 
escorted his gvest back to the airport's apron area, where 
Doe received military honors, greeted the senior officers 
of the Armed Forces and members of the Central Com- 
mittee, and embraced his host at the foot of the ramp. 
The Liberian presidential plane, a Boeing 707, took off 
at 1030 and headed for Lagos, Nigeria. 
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